□ 



LAW OFFICES 

FiNNECAM, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 
8 dunner,l.l.p. 

I300 I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, DC ZO0O5 
202-'10a-4000 




PATENT 
Customer Number 22,852 
Attorney Docket No. 7040.01 1 1 .00 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 



Group Art Unit: Not yet assigned 
Examiner: Not yet assigned 



Gianni MANCINI et al. 

Serial No.: Not yet assigned 

Filed: November 29, 2001 

For: METHOD AND PLANT FOR 
MANUFACTURESTG A BELT 
STRUCTURE, A BELT PACKAGE 
AND A CROWN STRUCTURE OF A 
GREEN TIRE 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

»■ 

. Prior to the examination of the above-captioned application, please amend this 
application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the specification, as follows: 

Add a paragraph immediately after the title METHOD AND PLANT FOR 
MANUFACTURING A BELT STRUCTURE, A BELT PACKAGE AND A CROWN 
STRUCTURE OF A GREEN TIRE, as follows: 



- CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

Applicants claim the right of priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a) - (d) based on patent 
application No. 00204248.9, filed November 29, 2000, in the European Patent Office; 
additionally, Applicants claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) based on prior-filed, 
copending provisional application No. 60/251,051, filed December 5, 2000, in the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office; the contents of both of which are relied upon and incorporated herein by 
reference.— 
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change " State of the art " to — Description of the Related Art - 
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Delete Page 34 in its entirety. Add a new Page 34 after the claims, adding the following 
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE . A new, separate Page 34 including the ABSTRACT OF 
THE DISCLOSURE is enclosed. 

- ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A method for manufacturing a belt structure of a vehicle tire includes the steps of 
preparing a belt assembly, cutting the belt assembly to obtain first and second substantially- 
continuous belt strips, supplying the first and second belt strips to at least one assembly drum, 
and superposing on the at least one assembly drum portions of the first and second belt strips to 
obtain a belt structure comprising radially-superposed portions of the first and second belt strips. 
An apparatus for manufacturing the belt structure includes a first device for cutting a sheet of 
rubber-coated fabric to obtain a plurality of strips, a device for splicing the strips to form a belt 



